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I Know Californians
Can Beat Droughts!

The Forever Drought?Yes, If Status Quo …

Politics and money, not science orPolitics and money, not science or
common sense, have mostly guided
water policymaking in the West.



“California is still in a drought.
For now, maybe forever.”

Bill Patzert - 2016

WHAT IS DROUGHT?

• Less than ‘normal’ rain = H2O Shortage
• Scientific – departure from history
• Deficient precip > mucho crop damage
• Unsustainable Use of H2O Supplies
• Droughts normal in all climatic zones





Los Angeles’ five-year rainfall total hits bottom
2011-2016 marked the driest five consecutive rainy seasons on record in downtown L.A.

2011-2016

1958-1963

1895-1890

1946-1951

1897-1902

38.89 inches*

47.45

46.65

45.95

45.80

*Normal would be 75.0 inches



Lake Mead = Bill’s Drought Gauge

16 Year Drop!

Hits Historical Low Level!
Today = 1074 feet! (37% full)

RECORD!
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Years

DRY
12.6”

WET
17.0”DRY

12.9”

Jerry Brown CA Governor
1975 - 1983

J. B. Again
2011 - 2019

DROUGHTS ARE LONG!

Downtown Los Angeles Rainfall 1945 – 2016

Decades of Droughts & Deluges!



Jerry Brown’s Droughts
Has His Luck Runout?



DROUGHTS ARE LARGE!



DROUGHTS WAX & WANE!

Dry
5 yrs

Wet
1 yr

Drier
4 yrs

Wet
1 yr

Driest
5 yrs


